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CITY OF RIVERSIDE
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HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT Revised

CLASSIFICATION SPECIFICATION

TITLE: SENIOR HELICOPTER MECHANIC

DEFINITION 

Under general supervision, to lead and perform skilled, technical work in the scheduled and unscheduled

maintenance and repair of City-owned helicopters and related equipment in accordance with Federal Aviation

rules and  regulations , aircraft m anufac turer’s gu idelines, an d Police D epartm ent policies  and pro cedure s; and to

do related work as required.

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS

This class is distinguished from the Helicopter Mechanic class in that the senior level  has responsibility for

providing lead direction over lower level mechanics; scheduling and estimating work to be performed; working

directly with vendors and contractors; maintaining log books and related maintenance records; and maintaining

inventory of e quipm ent, parts, a nd m aterials.  

REPORTS TO: Police Sergeant (Aviation Unit Supervisor)

SUPERVISION RECEIVED AND EXERCISED 

Receives general supervision from the Police Sergeant (Aviation Unit Supervisor).  Exercises lead direction over

Helicopter Mechanics, as assigned.

EXAMPLES OF DUTIES  

Typical duties may include, but are not necessarily limited to, the following:

• Schedule, lead, and participate in the journey-level, skilled, technical work in the maintenance, repair, and

overha ul of helicop ters and  related eq uipm ent.

• Perf orm  aircraft, en gine,   and s ystem s insp ectio ns, s ervic e, and rep airs in  accorda nce  with th e m anu factu rer’s

manuals, notices, and bulletins, and Airworthiness Directives as issued by the Federal Aviation Administration.

• Diagnose and repair maintenance discrepancies on airframe, engine, transmission, rotor systems, gear

boxes , control as sem blies, instrum entation, ac cesso ries, electrica l, and related  system s and e quipm ent.

• Participate in helicopter check flights to aid in aircraft troubleshooting and diagnostics.

• Perform deep-cycle maintenance on NiCad batteries.

• Maintain log books and related m aintenance records and fo rms in a neat and efficient m anner.

• Maintain the inventory of necessary equipment, parts, and materials.

• Evaluate maintenance work to be performed in terms of time required, parts needed, and costs involved.

• Assist w ith the prep aration of th e Aviation U nit budge t.

• Lead, train, and participate in the evaluation of subordinates.

• Deal directly with vendors and contractors.
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QUALIFICATIONS

Know ledge of:  

• Methods, principles, techniques, tools, materials, publications, and equipment used in the maintenance and

repair of helicopters.

•
Principles and characteristics of helicopter engines and systems operations.

• Aircraft maintenance record keeping and reporting procedures.

• Principles of supervision and training.

• Safe work practices.

Ability to:  

• Schedule, lead, and participate in the routine and emergency maintenance and repair of helicopter engines,

system s, and re lated equ ipme nt.

• Insp ect and loc ate d ifficu lties and pe rform  requ ired m ajor a nd m inor m echanical, hyd raulic , or ele ctron ic rep air

work.

• Use  a var iety of to ols an d equ ipm ent w ith jou rney le vel sk ill.

• Maintain a variety of shop and service records.

• Understand and carry out oral and written instructions.

• Lead, train, and participate in the evaluation of mechanics.

• Work overtime and/or be on-call, as required.

Education and Experience: 

Any com binat ion of  expe rienc e and  educ ation  that w ould lik ely pro vide th e req uired  kno wledge an d abilitie s is

qualifying.  A typica l way to obtain th e know ledge an d abilities wou ld be:  

Education: Equivalent to the completion of the twelfth grade.  Successful com pletion of a factory

helico pter m aintenance tra ining c ours e (m ode l to be s pec ified in  job announcem ent) is  highly

desirable.

Experience: Four yea rs of journ ey level expe rience in the  inspection , repair, and  mainte nance  of (mo del to
be spe cified in job a nnoun cem ents) he licopters.  

MEDICAL CATEGORY:    Group 2

NECESSARY SPECIAL REQUIREMENT

Possession of a valid Airframe and Power plant Mechanic’s License as issued by the Federal Aviation

Administration.

Possession of an appropriate, valid class “C” California Motor Vehicle Operator’s License.

Successful completion of a polygraph and background investigation.

Possession of a compliment of hand tools necessary for the proper maintenance of helicopters.

Pos session  of a va lid Inspec tion A utho rization Ce rtifica te iss ued  by the  Fed eral A viation  Adm inistra tion is  highly

desirable.

CAREER ADVANCEMENT OPPORT UNITIES

FROM: Sen ior He licopt er M echanic

TO:


